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Kerala HC issues notice to 20 BJP TVM 

Corporation councillors over oath taken 

in names of multiple deities 

K o ¢c h i 7/ 
Thiruvananthapuram, 
Jan 15 : The Kerala High 
Court issued notices to 20 
BJP councillors of the 

Kochi/Kerala 

Karamana Ajith, who won 
from the Karamana ward, 
took the oath in Sanskrit. 

BJP councillor and for- 
mer state police chief R. 

Thiruvananthapuram Sreelakha, elected from 
Corporation over the man- 
ner in which they took 
their oath of office, after 
observing that the oath 

the Sasthamangalam 
ward, reportedly left the 
dais after taking the oath 

appeared to have been 
administered in the names 
of multiple deities instead 
of in the name of God as 
prescribed under munici- 
pal rules. 

The BJP created history 
in December last year, 
when for the first time it 

However, it declined to The petitioner sought 
cancellation of the oaths, 

while chanting "Vande 
Mataram", a gesture that 
attracted  considerable 
public attention. 

Following the oath-tak- 
ing ceremony, BJP work- 
ers sang the RSS Gana 
Geetham  inside  the 
Corporation Council Hall, 

won a Corporation in 
Kerala. A division bench 
sought to know how an 
oath could be taken in the 
names of several gods 
‘when the statutory format 
requires councillors to 
swear "in the name of God" 
or make a solemn affirma- 
tion. 

Criticising the devia- 
tion, the court said the 
validity of the oath would 
be subject to its final ver- 
dict in the matter. 

grant the interim relief 
sought by the petitioner to 
restrain the councillors 
from participating in 
council meetings or from 
drawing honorarium until 
the case is finally decided. 
The court was hearing a 
petition filed by CPI-M 
leader and councillor S.P. 
Deepak, who contended 
that the oath-taking by the 
BJP councillors violated 
the Kerala Municipality 
Act and the prescribed 
oath format. 

arguing that swearing in 
the names of multiple gods 
and deities, as well as 
invoking sacrificial wit- 
nesses, rendered the oath 
legally invalid. 

The petition cited spe- 
cific instances during the 
oath-taking ceremony. 
BJP councillor Jaya 
Rajeev, elected from the 
Kadakampally ward, took 
the oath in the name of 
Lord Ayyappa. 

Another BJP councillor, 

BMC elections: Fadnavis, Thackeray lock 
horns in high-stakes battle for Mumbai 

Mumbai, Jan 15 : Polling for 29 Historically, the BMC has been the back- 

raising further questions 
about adherence to deco- 
rum during official pro- 
ceedings. 

Issuing notice to the 
councillors named in the 
petition, including G.S. 
Ashanath, Chembazhathi 
Udayan, and R. Sugathan, 
the High Court sought 
their response on the 
alleged violations. The 
matter will be taken up for 
further hearing after the 
respondents file their 
replies. 

New  Delhi:  The 
Supreme  Court on 
Thursday asked the 
Election Commission to 
publicly disclose the 
names of voters excluded 
from Kerala’s draft elec- 
toral rolls after a special 
intensive revision, saying 
this was necessary to 
allow affected citizens to 
raise objections. The court 
also urged the poll panel to 
consider extending the 
deadline for objections, 
preferably by two weeks, 
amid concerns of large- 
scale disenfranchisement. 

'Abench headed by Chief 
Justice Surya Kant was 
hearing a batch of peti- 
tions challenging the spe- 
cial intensive revision 
(SIR) process undertaken 
in Kerala. The petitioners 
include the state of Kerala, 
senior political leaders 
such as PK Kunhalikutty 
of the Indian Union 
Muslim League (IUML), 
MV Govindan Master of 
the CPI(M), Sunny Joseph, 
and the CPI State Council. 

The pleas contend that 
the SIR process, as cur- 
rently executed, risks dis- 
enfranchising a massive 

segment of the population 
due to technical errors and 
the absence of a robust 
grievance redressal mech- 
anism. 
During the hearing, 

counsel for the petitioners 
submitted that, according 
to the draft electoral rolls 
released after the revision, 
nearly 24 lakh names had 
been deleted. 

It was argued that while 
voters are required to file 
objections against dele- 
tion, the list of excluded 
persons has not been made 
accessible, effectively 
denying them a meaning- 
ful opportunity to chal- 
lenge the removal of their 
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Kerala SIR row: SC asks EC to publish 

names deleted from draft electoral rolls 

“They have to list objec- 
tions, but the list of those 
persons deleted is not 
available. Now people 
have to go back and file 
objections stating why 
have you deleted me...that 
opportunity is missing for 
us,” one of the lawyers 
said. 

Errors and lack of trans- 
parency flagged The peti- 
tioners further pointed out 
that some voters have 
been erroneously shown 
as deceased in the draft 
rolls, while others have 
been marked as residing 
outside the state. 

The lack of transparen- 

cy, it was contended, has 
caused serious difficulties 
for voters, particularly in 
rural areas. Taking note of 
the submissions, the 
bench said the names of 
persons excluded from the 
draft electoral rolls, if not 
already displayed, must be 
exhibited at gram pan- 
chayat offices or any other 
public office located in vil- 
lages. 

The court also directed 
that such lists be uploaded 
on the official website to 
ensure wider accessibility. 
Deadline  extension 

under consideration 
The bench was informed 

that during a previous 
hearing, the Election 
Commission had extended 
the original deadline for 
submission of enumera- 
tion forms from December 
4 to December 11. 
Following the court’s 
observations, the deadline 
was further extended to 
December 18. 

Counsel appearing for 
the poll panel told the 
court that the issue of 
extending the deadline for 
filing objections would be 
considered. 

India condoles loss of lives in 
bone of the Shiv Sena for more than 25 
years. In a strategic move to preserve the 
legacy of Balasaheb Thackeray, Shiv 

Municipal Corporations across 
Maharashtra, including key urban cen- 
tres such as Mumbai, Pune, Nagpur and 

Thali train accident 
Nashik, concluded at 5:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, amid tight security and high 
political tension. The elections are being 
seen as a defining test for the state's polit- 
ical landscape, with Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis and Shiv Sena-UBT 
Chief Uddhav Thackeray - joined by his 

Sena-UBT Chief Uddhav Thackeray has 
joined forces with his brother Raj 
Thackeray. Political analysts suggest 
that a defeat in the civic polls could lead 
to further erosion of Uddhav Thackeray- 
led Shiv Sena-UBT, potentially prompt- 
ing remaining lawmakers to defect to the 

New Delhi, Jan 15 : India on 
Thursday expressed its condolences 
to the people and the government of 
Thailand on the tragic loss of lives 
and injuries in the train accident 
that took place in northeastern part 

brother and Maharashtra Navnirman 
Sena (MNS) Chief Raj Thackeray -- put- 
ting their prestige on the line. For the 

ruling Mahayuti. owever, following a 
‘massive joint rally at Shivaji Park, the 
Thackeray brothers appear to have 

of the country on Wednesday. 
According to the local authorities, 
the death toll from a crane collapse 

BJP, led by Devendra Fadnavis, the 
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation 
(BMO) is the "crown jewel" of this cam- 
paign. While the BJP came close to top- 
pling the Shiv Sena in 2017, the party 
then chose to prioritise the stability of 
the state government. However, follow- 

gained significant momentum. The Shiv 
Sena has governed the BMC since 1985. 
In the 2017 elections, the contest was his- 
torically close: Shiv Sena won 84 seats, 
BJP: 82 seats, Congress: 31 seats, NCP: 
nine seats and MNS: seven seats. In the 
absence of a clear majority, the BJP had 

that derailed a passenger train in 
Nakhon Ratchasima province has 
risen to 32, with nearly 70 people 
injured."We are deeply saddened by 
the tragic loss of lives and injuries in 
the train accident in Nakhon 

ing the 2022 split in the Shiv Sena and 
the subsequent bitterness between the 
former allies, the BJP is now leaving no 
stone unturned to install its first-ever 
Mayor in Mumbai. A victory here would 
solidify the BJP's grip on India’s finan- 
cial capital. For Uddhav Thackeray, this 
election is a fight for political survival. 
After losing the party name and symbol 
to Eknath Shinde in 2022 and facing a set- 
back in the 2024 Assembly elections, the 

allowed the Shiv Sena to retain the 
Mayor's post to keep the state alliance 
intact. Today, the battlefield is vastly dif- 
ferent. A total of 1,729 candidates are con- 
testing for 227 seats in Mumbai alone. 
The city has more than 1.03 crore eligible 
voters, including 55.16 lakh men and 
48.26 lakh women. Established in 1865, 
the BMC is not just a local body; it is the 
‘wealthiest civic corporation in India. 
With an annual budget exceeding Rs 

Ratchasima, Thailand, on January 
14, 2026. Our heartfelt condolences to 
the people and the Government of 
Thailand during this hour of grief. 
We extend our deepest sympathies 
to the affected families and wish a 
swift recovery to all those injured,” 
the Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) posted on X. 

The accident occurred on 
Wednesday morning when the con- 
struction crane used for a high- 

train traveling from Bangkok to 
Ubon Ratchathani province. 
Speakingat a press briefing, Nakhon 
Ratchasima Governor Chaiwat 
Chuenkosum said the State Railway 
of Thailand expects to take approxi- 
mately seven days to clear the 
wreckage and restore the track to 
normal operation while a full inves- 
tigation into the cause of the acci- 
dent is underway. 

‘Thai Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Transport Phiphat 
Ratchakitprakarn earlier told 
reporters that he has instructed 
agencies to conduct a transparent, 
comprehensive investigation to 
determine the cause and prevent 
recurrence, Xinhua news agency 
reported. According to Thai media 
reports, the main contractor for 
the involved railway section is 
Italian-Thai Development PLC, 
which has issued a statement on 
the accident, saying that the com- 
pany will fully assume responsi- 
bilities related to compensation 

BMC remains his last major stronghold. 74,000 crore. speed rail bridge collapsed onto the and medical treatment. 
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culture war at abortion hearing | UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND NINE MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2025 
Al Amount inindian Rupees Lakhs 

Seno PARTCULARS STANDALONE ConsouaTeD 
« . Quarter Ended Nine Months Ended Yeary Quarer Ended Nine Months Ended Yeary 

~ “Alot of the cases that we're hear- e e TR e e ) e e o e oy e ) e e e 
ing about are a direct result of abor- PERIOD ENDING 310225 | 300925 | 311224 | 311225 | 311224 | 310325 | 311225 | 300925 | 311224 | 311225 | 311224 | 310325 
tion bans and restrictions,” Verma _ No.of Months 3 3 3 5 5 2 3 3 3 5 5 2 

said. | ‘Access makes people B YT r—" P BT T BT BT BT B T BT T BT Y T 
safer.”The hearing briefly turned (b} Other Income 308 230 N 518 002 N na 719 1857 7% S247 5269 
tense when Republican Senator Josh Tota Revenue (] 1234 5200 56| awman 363 FERZS IRECTEr) BT 2218 s 802 | o2 

Hawley interrupted Verma fo ask . FYTrE— FES7S T =z 
“Can men get pregnant?”“I'm not arhose of Stock i rade (10.35] (1035) - .86 
really sure what the goal of the ques- Changes in Inventory of Finished Goods, stock in trade and Work in Progess .86 - 
tion is,” Verma replied. Employee benehis xpense Taa BT zaes | mar S EY T ) G208 S| s 06| o 

fawley said he was seeking to T Y NN T Y TS Y BT MY N N Y Y N7 MY 
R . establish what he called a “biological Other Expenses 5035 50 0550 20641 3439 5338 0802 7621 12715 26319 17938 23515 

Washington, Jan 15 : An Indian reality,” but Verma did not engage Total Expenses (1) 38427 14908 13222 68171 16071 846 a1125 206.03 167.99 785.08 23332 40673 
American obstetrician and gynaecol-  further, returning to medical evi- 1| ot Exptonl o e ) Goioa | (uras)| G2eso)| @aso | Gsron | (aears)| (uose | (oase) | (usen| @oan| @amao | poras 

. " " . sceptionsl tems ogist pushed back against political  dence and standards of care Barlier, e Y Y 2 B T 0 2 o 
framing on abortion, urginglawmak-  committee chairman Sen. Bill Vi Tox Expenses: 039 5736 
ers to focus on medical science and  Cassidy questioned Verma about pre- 1) Current Tax 

patient safety rather than ideological - sribing practices and gestational i vt s P G oo T ooy | | v | e | | aoson | o | ioron | ey |G | swan | aese 
disputes. limits. Verma said she would not it P (o] from Discontinued Operstons 

Testifying before the Senate prescribe abortion medication out- | Tax Expenses of discontinued operations 

Health, Education, Labour and side accepted medical guidelines, x P"’:‘/“‘“)“:’"‘:m":“““*"‘“’"5 {aher tas) (WIHDY 
Pensions Committee, obstetrician  stressing that treatment decisions ot ot i) (o2 | _(uras) | G2sse)| (asse) | asree) | (assaw)| (asse) | (oass) | (usen| (woan| saao | @sass 

and gynaecologist Dr Nisha Verma  depend on clinical judgment and ) Owners o the Company @i7es) | osss) | (eess)| (eseme) | (3| (miso) 
said abortion medication has been  individual circumstances. b) Non Controling Interest (206) (©39) (137) 32) (1.26) [EET) 
widely studied and safely used for Asked who should make decisions XU Oue Comprehensive locome. Lo £ L vl X ¢ 3 01| Totsl Comrehensive income for the Period (i) Goion | (uran | Gmeso)| @aes9 | Gsrom | (Goom)| (s | (owse | Gussn| @oan| wwan | s 
decades, warning that restrictions  about abortion, Verma said patients 50y | Earmng er iy Shor for Contnuing Operation) 
driven by politics are causing harm. should be guided by doctors, families (1) Basic (031) 021) (025) o) (039 (04 (034 (013) (023) 071) (026 077 

“Medication abortion hasbeenrig-  and science. “People should be able to (2) Diluted (031) 021) ©025) (0.68) (030 (0.64) (033) (019) (028) (073) (026) (077) 

orously studied and proven safe and  make decisions for themselves guid- N T — 
effective in over 100 high-quality ed by their doctor, you know, sup- (b) Diluted 
peer-reviewed studies,” she told law-  ported by their families, guided by U1 Earning er Equity Share for dcortued & Coninuing Operation] 
makers, noting that more than 7.5  evidence and science,” she said.She 1»; :“;d :22; :g 2; :g i; :g :; :g ig; :g:; :g i:; :g ::; :g :; :Z::; :f, :; :Z Z; 

fflhon 1:101)'1; in drfl&e United Stt}f:tf;s also ad{itr]fssed C%I;cims raised bg | i up ity share capital Face vlue] of 5, 10/-each sisora| swson | sisor | sasara] sison| sawsa| swor| sisore| swsorr| sisom| sasora] sison 
ave use e drugs since their some witnesses about coercion an XV | partl poid up Equity shore capitlof s, 2.5/- each | = 2192 mise| o 2192 

approval in 2000. criminal misuse of abortion pills, Notes . . . | . . § 
Verma, wWho practices in including cases in which men alleg. 3 Thesbovc e rtctof o el rmatfGutr il et ks de o 2 S sing nd ot Do e Mo ion205The Qs sl ol etk xargss 

Massachusetts and Georgia, said she  edly attempted to administer medica- 2 The company is engaged in the business of Hotel operation and management 
provides what she described as “full  tion without consent. Verma said 3 Tne e franl sl o qareadrin i e 317 Dcemer 025 1 resate 1 crdene i e 10 A Sandards (D45 e nderscion 53 ofhe companes i, 513 1 wih 3 f Cmpnes (NDAS) s, 

spectrum care,” including contracep-  such acts were criminal and should 4 The Above Results have been Reviwed by the Audit Commitee of the Bosrd and Approved by the board of Diretors at the Respective meeting hed on 1th January 2026. The Satutry Audtors of the Company have have done imited review of quarter ended 
tion, miscarriage management and be treated as such, but warned 31 December 2025 

i i i i i i iti- 5 Previous Perod/ Current Year igures have been relsssifedregrouped wherever necessaryto correspond with the current Qurer's chssfcation/ Disclosure abortion. She said aboruop care can  against usu}g Ihel_n !o restrict legiti- 8 groups v P £00 HOTELS AND RESORTS LIMITED 
be complex, but complexity should mate care. “Restricting care further /- 

not be used tomisstate facts orunder-  is not a real solution. It is a distrac- place s Ermakulam Vinod Kumar Tripathi 
‘mine evidence-based medicine. tion,” she said. Date : 15" January 2026 DIN: 00798632 
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